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TAB B
SURVEY OF PUBLICATIONS AVAILABILITIES IN NORTHERS ITALY
20 MAY TO 10 JUNE 1959

Purpose of the Survey:

The volums of published materials issuing from Borthern Itely had
attrected the sttontion of several professional library organizations in
the United States. A statistical review of known publicstions produced in
Northarn Italy revealed thet over 266 of all publishing in Europe sppesared
to be dons in this region. Hever befors had ao high & perceatags ¢of the total
issuances of Europe besn attridbuted to a single region. "We were interested in
nowing vhy this situation obteained. A further purpose was to determine whether
sny cne book dealer could accespt responsibility for selection of new materials
being published in Italy. This latter purpose included slso antiquarian materisls.

Conclusionss

1. 7The intensified publishing activity in Northern Italy was attributable
to two major factors in addition to the straight economics of the publishing
industry. %The firest of these factore vas the excellent linguistic talent yresent
in the region. One informent explained that he bad listings of psrsons capable
of translating betwesn any tvo major languages of the world, and that all of
these people lived within a few houre train ride from Florente. Ancther informent
commenting mthe quality of translation produced by hie linguistic staff said that
virtuslly no editing befoare publication wes required. The plan for the publication
of a polylingual encyclopadia of sclence was generating a eearch for linguists with
scientific backgrounds at the time I was visiting Florence. This encyclopedia ves
10 be publisbed for a American publishing house of the first rank.

2. The second major factor which contributed to the intensification of
publishing activity in Horthern Italy wes the developwent of superior methods of
paper production and & technique for reproduction by printing methods of art works
that is clearly better than anything before used. A bilingual (Eoglish and Italian) .
encyclopedia of art in production had superb reproductions of paintings, atchings
and sculpture. This 18 volume publication will sell for 340,000 lira or $500.

3. The whols of the Italfan book publishing industry cen be covered by orders
through cus group of book deslers called "Librerie Italisne Riunite™ (Lm)l.w This
group has representstion in Bologne, Florence, Milan, Palemmo, Rimini, Rowme, Turin,
Trieste, and Verons. Its "Bollettino Bibliografico” {for current materials) and
its "Rotisiario Occasioni LIR" {for older and used books) are availsble from -

Ufficio Informezioni Librerie, Via Tornabuoni 70r, Pirenze {Flarence), Italy.
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L, For aptigquarian suterials, I was akle to {dentify & single dzaler in
eaeh of the citims visited. In ithe discusgion below the neoes and addrvesaas
of these doslers are given. However, all the deslere visited agrewd s &1id e
USIS livrarisss that Libreris Antiquaris Olschki, Yia XX Settesbre [0, Floreuse
was the wost relisble antiguerist and had best scovss So knoviedge on particular
typss of materisls of any ia Italy {some even considered Olachki as the hwst in

Burope ).

5. My attention wse celled vepastedly 4o the fect that the library which
wishes %o be sy courant on the Jlalisn book publishing lodustry should nol rely
on ths "Bidliografie Bsziooels Italinma". The Septesbeyr 1958 lssus Ded Just come
ot in Mmy 1999 snd the index to the 1957 lssuts wes oot yet available. "Gicroale
della Libreria” published By the Boaciets Aponime per Pubbkdicsgicni Biblicgraflico-
Bditorisll (8.4.B.2.), Poro Boonparts 26, Milaws, appesrs in 28 regdar eand &
special issuse per yeer for 3500 livae subacxiptior rats. This publication i right
up toe date and peraite current salection. The specisl issues deal with & sipgle
type of publication such or snoyclopediss or dietionsries. In Fiorencs the Ceniro
Internaxionals Bibliogrefico publishes liats of publicaticos clessifisd acvording
to the following subjimets: agriculturs, publieity, chesistry, law, econieics e
statistics, wmdiciny, onglosering, architsctusw, technology, business administration,
gl natural ecisnces. ' ‘

Citise Yisited:

1. 152 Bsvauss we could find we record of s previcus survey of the
book trade in sate, every desler of significence in thet city wes contactsd.
I wn indedted 0 Lr. Dory de Fretis, the USIS Librarian, spd Dr. Ssuro Pessnts,
Vice-Divectar of the Biblioteca Civics, Piazszs Hovtis b, for reviewing wy findings
s verifylag my chservatices. For historiesl meterisls of the Prieste sres, Lwo
book shops were cubstandings

Libyeris Antiquaris Usbaric Saba, Via Sen Ricolo 30, Tvieste
{ror eollactor's items spd wamecript saterials)

Librerie Misan, Flezse Vecchia &, Trieste
{for history of Istrie and Delmstia; history of merine architectire )

The LIR representative in Trieste ise
Libreria interpszionale Mipsrva, Via San !wé:m 18, Trieste
{covers wsdicine, elsctronics, law, shemistry, phyvies s srehitectuve
dictionarien,; sconomics, asociclogy, srt, rilonophy, edueation,
peychology, politicsl scilezce, history, agricolture, gengraphy .

#rd 18 probably the bdest mod ewet reliabdle cullet io Trieste. Uther bouk siorss
viaited inelude:
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Libreria L. Ceppelil, Corso Italin 12 ‘
{science. sovial science, lechnology, techuicsl dictionaries,
University of Triesis publicstions, publiskss "Metroeconumics")

Librerie de Stark Rossonl, Via Mexxini 30, Trisste
{(translations of non-Italisn publications in paper-back editious,
school books )

Pim Bociets Figlis 44 &. Paolo, Corze Italis 37, Trieste
{religious tooka culy)

Livreris E. Puarcyel, Pissss dslla Borsa 15, Trisste
{popular segezines from other EBuropean countries and the U8,
pockat booke)

Libreria Moderan Zigiotti, Corse XItalia 3 s Triseata
{sctentific-technical, fine arte, echocl books, maps, dictioneriss,
lav, medicing, hes own publishing house for histovical meterisls
on the Triestino mgims

Librerie Universitas, Viale XX Sattembre 16, Trieats
(smnil shop desling in refersnce booke for school use)

Libreris Internasionals Treevas, Vis Dente 14 s Trisste
{ssxeral stock of non-Italisn books and iranslations of sems
popular paper-beck novels, sows science )

A publication of the Biblioteca Civies worth mationing is "Archesogrefo Trisssino®.

This Journsl tes been published satually since 180 mnd covers the loesl higtory
and erchwology of the Triests regicn.

2. Vsaice: In prepering for the survey, 1t sesmed that thare must de som
errer in the wmell mmber of book shope Listsd in Vanies. Actual Burvey showsd
that this condition does indeed exist. As oos dealar put 1t: "The Vemetians ars
too busy taking lire fyrom the tourists to buy and read books." It was alsc related
that there ia & tradition smong the book deelsrs in Venice to the effect that they
pade around the privilege of salling the one book per year o a Venstian. Tiow
only antiguarist in Venice dsals in Itelian classice and publishee no estelog. MHe
told me that he depends on & "walk-in" trade of touriste for mest of his business,
vhich includes peintioge as well a8 books sund mpustripts. Be deals ooly in
waterisls of the Vepetisn area. :

Libreria Antiquarie G. Cessini, Calls Larga XXII Marzo 2424, Yeniece

™he former lesder in old and rare book ssles in Venice, Lidrerie Aasdec Crgnnia,
Piasgs Sen Mavco &7, bas gous ver %o desling in pmintings. BSig. Ougania did
tall s thet he initisted searches for customers of his father vho had rus the
aotiquariat weny vears ago. The toRality of book deslors in Veries cther than
Kosks wnd achool book salse is represented by the fullowing lisving:

Libreris Sansovinc, Plazze Sas Marso 95, Venice
{art, science, ecopomica, popular sditicas of technical
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Livreris Sau §lorglo, Calls delle Quireghe, Wanice
{popular sod shildran's hooks)

Libreria alla Toletta, Seca de la Toiatia, Venice
{univeraity books, secuml-band bocks takan on cousignment )

Libreria Tipografis Bnilisns, Calle Goldone bkE7, Venice
{populer books, history of lialy snd the Cmiholic church)

3. Florence: Plorencs hes lobg Deen the cenier of the Italiiasp publisbing
industry and has now moved into the position of prsaier publishing centar in
Burops for high quality printing and reproduction in the fins arts. GOf tiw two
lending sutiquariate in Florence, Olachki is much the better from Uis point of
view of coversges and relisbility. The sddrssses OF the sutiquariats ares

Libreria Aptiguaris Olschki, Vis XX Settembre 56, Florsuce
{covers ail of Burupe with agsnts o handie senrching for special
wmterisls. }

Sansonl Astiquaristo, ¥is Ricascli 4k, Floreocs
{old aod rere scientific and litersry books in mil iangusges
ard cut-of-print sfitlous; is brsoch of Seusoni publishing hovse)

The LIR represestative in Plorencs Lendles mowt of the publication business oub-
side of Itely for the organization. The store ls almoet & full city block loog
vith & very subsiantial stock on hand and quick commwisetion fecility throughoui
Xtaly for special problsms. The fire will accept desiderats lists for searohlng
sny pleace in Europs. The sddress is:

Libreris Intérnasionsle Seeber, Vix Tornsbuoni TOr, Florence

&n Americon library desiring Italian cowewings could depend on Seebar to handie
any aspact of its requiresents. Other boeok deslsrs in Fiorence and their interests
Bre

Libresis Intermazionaie . Caldini, Via Torvabuond 99-9ir, Flomsce
(importer of Americen and Europess books, Italian covareges moet!,
in the arts although does have cartograpbic compilations end m.;gs}

Libreria dell Univeraita di Pirenze, Via degli Alfani 39, Florense
{nsavy medicol concentration since is located in Ivert of the
medical centsy; much reducsd in size sad acope fyom forusr
dmseriptions )

Cens Editrice LE MOMRIRK, Via San Gallo A7r, Florense
{publisher, wholessler und Importer; bandies subser.pticoe )

Libreria Merzoceo, Via Mertelli &, Florence
{very large stop representing most of Lhe publishing houzes in
Florence; doss aot bave good Toraign conmsctions bul fa LTy ang
to imoove. Principal coversge in cheap aditliona of current
publications. )
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Libreria Giorui, Via Martelli 35r, Fiorence
{art and science, second-hand and out-of-print new books)

Libreria L. Cionini, Via de Cerrstani 66, Florence
{vooks on art for serious students; very specislized)

k. Milan: A loug end very staisfactory discussion with B8ig. Luigi Maurer
of Messagerie Italiane brought out the following interesting points in sddition
to some already recited in Conclusions sbove: thare are sbout 2000 publishing
kouses {by Italian definition of & publishing house) in Italy at pcesant, of which
sbout 150 are really significaat; the only publicetion kseping up with this flow
of paper is the "Giornale della Libreria” mentionod sbove; mechanizstion of
bibliographic techniques is beginning to tnterest the lsrger Italian book dealsrs;

and the book induatry of Italy iz tending towsrd consolidation. The only siguificent
antiquariat in Milan is:

11 Polifilo, Via Borgonuovo 3, Milan
(8ig. Earico Vigsvani is & true collector in additicn 0 being &
Mrmﬂntbtlmtnmuhlvingwnnhum» Tha
coverags is ari, scisnce and history of the Milan ares. )}

Othar boeok dealers in Milan are:

Lidbreria Internazionale Boepli, Viam Hoepit 5, Milan
{One of the largest bock deslers end publishing houses ia Eurcis,
‘buthumtyttmmndfmmdmg-toiummm :
activity. The foreign depertment under Mr. X. Kreoutzomn ves
Just in process of moving into new quartars and recomatituting
the jre-var files. Kreutzaan tald me that a direct hit wiped it
many years of know-how for special acyuisitions. The fi:m's
coverags is scross the board in arts aud sciences. )

Libreria Antonio Vallardi, Vis Stelvio 22 , Mlan
{achool ent techuical buoks, @saps, dictionaries)

Moa rie Italiane di Giornale, Revisti ¢ Libri, 8.p.A., Vis Uniooe 3. Miian
{Milen representative of LIR, handles the subseription business ‘
for the parent arganization, children’s books published )

Libreria dello Stato, Galleris Vittorio Luscrwels 3: Milen
{government publicetions of Instituto Poligrafico dello stato)

Libreria Garzenti, Gallerie Vittorio Frmanuele, Milan
{publisher of books and megazines of popular vein)

Libreris Rizzoli, Gelleria Vittario Emsanuele 19, Nilan
{travel and popular books )

Bompiani ¥Yalentino & Co., S.A., Via Sesato 16, Milsz
{(publisher with oumercus outlets, no specialty)
FOR OPFICIAL USGE OMLY
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Libreria Feltrinelli, Via Manzoni, Milan
neral book store, outlet for publishing house of Peltriosil:
{Dr. Zhivago was wmost important recemt effort)) )

Libreria Bocca, Galleria Vittorio Eumanuele, Milan
{technical, lav, scientific, secondéhasd boaks)

Libreria Baldini ¢ Castoldo, Gelleria Yittorio Eommanuele, Nilan
{popular editions on technical subjects, travel)

5. Turin: From information available to ms before leaving the US, I had
conciuded that Turin would not be too rich a city for scquisitions. I found that
our information ves very much out of date. There were seversal antiquarists of
which Libreria B. Bourlot appesred to be supsrior. The addresses follow:

Libreria B. Bourlot, Via S. Teresa 10, Turin
{proprietor appeared very snergetic, stock small but good contacts
made autometic extension of capsbilities. Concentrates oa the
Turin ares)

Libreria Pregliasco, Via Principe Amadeo 55, Purin
{called sntiquariat but really second-hand book dealer, catalog is
sent to Library of Congress according to Director)

Antiquaria Giovanni Berruto, Via San Francesco de Peola 10bis, Turin
{very 1imited stock, deals mostly in second-hand books)

Libreria F.&. Casanova, Vie C. Battisti 7, Turin
{at the Acadexmy of Arts and Scieoces; beavy concentration on
art in both books and uyroductiona}

Libreria 8.8C. Lattas, 5.p.A., Via Garibaldi 3, Turin
(vest cutlst in Turin for foreign books of all types)

Socista Editrics Internszionals, Via Garibaldi 20, Turin
{publisher of religious books and sccial studies particularly on
dslinquency of children. This concentration feirly nev and may
not continue if not profitable.)

Libreria Cattolica Arcivescovile, Corso G. Matteotti. 11, Turin
{school, religious and fictiom both domestic end foreign )

Libreria Paravis, Vis Garibaldi, Turin
{school , science, art, megazines for sale and subscription)

Libreria "Dente Aligheri™, Pissza Carla Felice 15, Turin
(gecgraphy, art, medicine, fareizn books; largs stock)

Libreria Luigi Druetto, Portigi Via Roma 223, Turin

{largest shop in Turin, handles output of
pubsietere) ’ P all major Italian
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€. Qeuce: Oenca, as Venice, apparsntly does not have & largs hook Lreds.
I could find 7o real antigquariat nor was the Consulate-General sole to anggsst
orns. The holdings of the bock stores were pretiy much the ssme as thoss foumnd
in the other cities of Nurthern Italy and act worthy of special note. Tha arups
vigited with their addresses are:

Libreria Internazionale di Stafanc, Piazza Dante, Genos
{the largest dealsr in Genocs with branches sll ovsr town;
exports old editions of classical works but could not reaily
be called aa antiquariet)

Libreria de Bozzi, Via Cairoli 2/ar, Genos
located in heart of financial section; heavy on economics sod
statistics plus msusl art and paper backs; large stock and weil
organized )

Libreria Athens, Via P.E. Benss, Genoa
: (miverli_ty book store, excellant art)

Libreria degli Studi, Yia Balbi 40, Genoe

{university textbooks, reference books, art, medicine, science,
1little social science)

Recommendations:

Basad on the present survey I recommend:

1. That for antigusrian materisals on Italy, the best desler is Lec Oischki
in Fiorence; sand :

2. "l’hnt for current book production in Itely, a federation of italiug
vook deniers known as "Librerie Italiane Riunite® be usad through ite Floreace
mesbar - Libreria Internazicnale Seeber.
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